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almost perpendicular, above 700 feet i'rom its base to its rounded
top. Its eastern base rests in rich wood winch climbs half way
up this less abrupt side, and here it is accessible by a steep and
very slippery ascent. From the top is a line view over a well
timbered, park-like country to the westward, whilst on all sides
it commands a prospect similar to, though less extensive than
that from the peak of Shillong. Some ten miles north-east of
the Railing rock is Nungklovv, from whence the Kassiah hills
beg-in to slope to wards the valley of Assam. We cannot imagine
any scene more lovely than that which presents itself from this
place. In the foreground sloping from the verge is a hanging
forest of very varied vegetation, where wild plantains and other
tropical plants are seen aide by side with the pine of these hills
(Pinus Sinensis we believe) which, first seen small and stunted
about fourteen miles north of Cherra, attains its greatest height
and girth in this forest. Lower down are hills still beautifully
wooded or green with gigantic grass. These gradually sink into
the valley of Assam which, intersected by the silver thread of
the Brahmapootra, stretches away for seventy miles to the dark
Bhootan hills, behind which tower the eternal Himalaya snows.
To the east as far as eye can see rise range upon range of blue"
hills till they fade in the distant horizon. Here at day break a
strange and beautiful sight may now and then be seen, A dense
mist fills the valley to the very brink, which then looks like the
wooded shore of a pale waveless sea stretching* into space. Sud-
denly out of the still depths rise, as if by magic, islands of silver
tinged with rose colour and gold, as the first beams of the rising
sun kiss the snowy peaks of the, till then, invisible Himalaya.

But we have devoted too much space to scenery, we must pass
on to the Kassiahs themselves, their character and customs.
They are generally a cheerful, lively, good-humoured race, amongst
themselves full of jokes and fun, truthful, open-hearted and
honest, till intercourse with the people of the plains teaches,thorn
to deceive. Seldom tall but of strong well knit figures, and with
such developement of leg from constant exercise up and down.
hill as we have never seen elsewhere. Men. and women with their
broad Tartar features approach to general comeliness when
young, and we have known specimens of both quite good looking.
But they disfigure themselves early by the universal and ex-
cessive use of pawn which blackens the teeth and mouth and
removes all trace of good looks. They have seldom any hair on
their faces, a thin wiry moustache being quite the exception.
The men shave the forepart of the head, gathering the long back
hair, into a knot which is often concealed by a large and very